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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6726

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Tom MAuliffe, and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the professional educator standards board
establishing a professional-Ievel certification assessnent; and
anendi ng RCW 28A. 410. 210 and 28A. 410. 220.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.410.210 and 2005 c¢ 497 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The purpose of the professional educator standards board is to
establish policies and requirenents for the preparation and
certification of educators that provide standards for conpetency in
pr of essi onal know edge and practice in the areas of certification; a
foundation of skills, knowl edge, and attitudes necessary to help
students with diverse needs, abilities, cultural experiences, and
| earning styles neet or exceed the learning goals outlined in RCW
28A. 150. 210; know edge of research-based practice; and professiona
devel opnment throughout a career. The Washi ngton professional educator
standards board shall

(1) Establish policies and practices for the approval of prograns
of courses, requirements, and other activities leading to educator
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certification including teacher, school adm nistrator, and educati onal
staff associate certification;

(2) Establish policies and practices for the approval of the
character of work required to be perfornmed as a condition of entrance
to and graduation from any educator preparation program including
teacher, school adm nistrator, and educational staff associate
preparation program as provided in subsection (1) of this section;

(3) Establish a list of accredited institutions of higher education
of this and other states whose graduates nmay be awarded educator
certificates as teacher, school admnistrator, and educational staff
associ ate and establish criteria and enter into agreenents wth other
states to acquire reciprocal approval of educator preparation prograns
and certification, including teacher certification from the nationa
board for professional teaching standards;

(4) Establish policies for approval of nontraditional educator
preparation prograns;

(5) Conduct a review of educator program approval standards at
| east every five years, beginning in 2006, to reflect research findings
and assure continued i nprovenent of preparation prograns for teachers,
adm ni strators, and school specialized personnel;

(6) Specify the types and kinds of educator certificates to be
i ssued and conditions for certification in accordance with subsection
(1) of this section and RCW 28A. 410. 010;

(7) Hear and determ ne educator certification appeals as provided
by RCW 28A. 410. 100;

(8) Apply for and receive federal or other funds on behalf of the
state for purposes related to the duties of the board;

(9) Adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCWthat are necessary for the
effective and efficient inplementation of this chapter;

(10) Maintain data concerning educator preparation prograns and
their quality, educator certification, educator enploynent trends and
needs, and ot her data deened rel evant by the board;

(11) Serve as an advisory body to the superintendent of public
instruction on issues related to educator recruitnment, hiring,
mentoring and support, professional growth, retention, educator
eval uation including but not limted to peer evaluation, and revocation
and suspension of |icensure;
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(12) Submt, by OCctober 15th of each even-nunbered year, a joint
report with the state board of education to the |egislative education
comm ttees, the governor, and the superintendent of public instruction.
The report shall address the progress the boards have nmade and the
obstacl es they have encountered, individually and collectively, in the
wor k of achieving the goals set out in RCW28A. 150. 210;

(13) Establish the prospective teacher assessnent system for basic
skills and subject know edge that shall be required to obtain residency
certification pursuant to RCW 28A. 410. 220 t hrough 28A. 410. 240; ((and))

(14) By January 2010, set performance standards and devel op, pilot,
and inplenment a uniformand externally adm ni stered professional-|evel
certification assessnent based on denonstrated teaching skill. 1n the
devel opnent of this assessnent, consideration shall be given to changes
in professional certification program conponents such as the
culm nating sem nar; and

(15) Conduct neetings under the provisions of chapter 42.30 RCW

Sec. 2. RCW28A 410.220 and 2002 ¢ 92 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) Beginning not |ater than Septenber 1, 2001, the WAshi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board shall neke available and pilot a
means of assessing an applicant's knowl edge in the basic skills. For
t he purposes of this section, "basic skills" means the subjects of at
| east reading, witing, and nmathematics. Begi nning Septenber 1, 2002,
except as provided in (c) of this subsection and subsection ((£3))) (4)
of this section, passing this assessnent shall be required for
adm ssion to approved teacher preparation prograns and for persons from
out-of-state applying for a W shington state residency teaching
certificate.

(b) On an individual student basis, approved teacher preparation
prograns may admt into their prograns a candi date who has not achi eved
the m ni mum basic skills assessnent score established by the Washi ngton
prof essi onal educator standards board. Individuals so admtted may not
receive residency certification wthout passing the basic skills
assessnment under this section.

(c) The Washington professional educator standards board may
establish criteria to ensure that persons from out-of-state who are
applying for residency certification and persons applying to master's
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degree |evel teacher preparation prograns can denonstrate to the
board's satisfaction that they have the requisite basic skills based
upon havi ng conpl eted anot her basic skills assessnent acceptable to the
Washi ngton professional educator standards board or by sone other
alternative approved by the Washi ngton professional educator standards
boar d.

(2) The professional educator standards board shall set perfornmance
standards and develop, pilot, and inplenent a uniform and externally
adm nistered professional-level certification assessnent based on
denonstrated teaching skill. In the developnent of this assessnent,
consideration shall be given to changes in professional certification
program conponents such as the culmnating sem nar

(3) Beginning not l|ater than Septenber 1, 2002, the WAashi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board shall provide for the initia
piloting and inplenentation of a neans of assessing an applicant's
know edge in the subjects for which the applicant has applied for an
endorsement to his or her residency or professional teaching
certificate. The assessnment of subject know edge shall not include
i nstructional nethodol ogy. Beginning Septenber 1, 2005, passing this
assessnent shal | be required to receive an endorsenent for
certification purposes.

((3))) (4) The Washington professional educator standards board
may permt exceptions from the assessnent requirenents under
subsections (1) ((anrd)), (2), and (3) of this section on a case-by-case
basi s.

((4)Y)) (5) The Washington professional educator standards board
shal |l provide for reasonable accomovbdations for individuals who are
required to take the assessnents in subsection (1) ((er)), (2), or (3)
of this section if the individuals have |learning or other disabilities.

((65))) (B6) Wth the exception of applicants exenpt from the
requi renents of subsections (1) ((and)), (2), and (3) of this section,
an applicant nust achieve a mninum assessnment score or scores
est abl i shed by the Washi ngton professional educator standards board on
each of the assessnments under subsections (1) ((anrd)), (2), and (3) of
this section.

((66))) (7) The Washington professional educator standards board
and superintendent of public instruction, as determned by the
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Washi ngt on prof essional educator standards board, may contract with one
or nore third parties for:

(a) The devel opnent, purchase, admnistration, scoring, and
reporting of scores of the assessnents established by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board under subsections (1) ((and)).
(2), and (3) of this section;

(b) Related clerical and adm nistrative activities; or

(c) Any conbination of the purposes in this subsection.

((H)) (8) Applicants for admssion to a Wshington teacher
preparation program and applicants for residency and professional
certificates who are required to successfully conplete one or nore of
the assessnents under subsections (1) ((anrd)), (2), and (3) of this
section, and who are charged a fee for the assessnent by a third party
contracted with under subsection (({6))) (7) of this section, shall pay
the fee charged by the contractor directly to the contractor. Such
fees shall be reasonably related to the actual costs of the contractor
in providing the assessnent.

((68Y)) (9) The superintendent of public instruction is responsible
for supervision and providing support services to admnister this
section.

((69Y)) (10) The Washi ngton professional educator standards board
shall collaboratively select or develop and inplenent the assessnents
and m ni mum assessnent scores required under this section with the
superintendent of public instruction and shall provide opportunities
for representatives of other interested educational organizations to
participate in the selection or devel opnent and inplenmentation of such
assessnments in a manner deened appropriate by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board.

((£28)y)) (11) The Washington professional educator standards board
shal | adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWthat are reasonably necessary
for the effective and efficient inplenentation of this section.

Passed by the Senate February 13, 2008.

Passed by the House March 7, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 26, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 26, 2008.
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